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ABSTRACT

Globalization, through dramatic economic, technological and social changes causes the
emergence of new models of cities. The Smart City concept as a strategy to solve the problems of
urban population growth and increase urbanization has attracted the researchers in this field. The
concept of intelligent citizens includes various factors such as the desire for lifelong learning,
social pluralism, flexibility, creativity and participation in public life. The Smart City, emphasizes
on virtual reality and prefers it over pure reality and thus, helps to reinforce capitalist projects in
the postmodern era. The aim of this research is a comparative study of Smart and Global cities
and the research method applies library resources and documents for this purpose. Hence, this
descriptive study first addresses the Smart city concept, conceptual practices and indicators, then
introduces the smart sustainable city and finally explains the concept of Global city with an
emphasis on the views of intellectuals like Friedman and Sassen. Therefore, this study seeks to
answer the question raised about the differences and similarities between Smart and Global cities.
The results indicate that while the Global city focuses on external growth, the Smart city is a city
with an emphasis on the endogenous development model for democratization of the service
agencies, and strives to provide accessibility to these services for all.

Keywords: Smart City, Smart Sustainable City, Endogenous Development, Global City
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