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The Effective, Strategic and Systematic Attitude of
Commanders of the Iranian Revolutionary Guards
in the Holy Defense

A. Bazmi Haji Khajeloo

Abstract

This paper investigates the systematic attitude of commanders of the Iranian
revolutionary guards (IRG) in designing and implementing operational plans of the holy
defense with teachings of sepah (IRG) and its effects on Islamic republic’s national
security. Therefore, this study seeks to answer the following questions;

- How could the revolutionary guards mark a significant position in Iranian
national security?

- What is the relationship between systematic attitude of commanders of the
Iranian revolutionary guards (IRG) in designing and implementing operational
plans of the holy defense and the victory of Iran and its national security?

- How could the revolutionary guards depict a particular history relying on their
own knowledge and experiences?

The holy defense had two special aspects in the narration of sepah (IRG) as well as that
of the public discourse of Islamic republic of Iran. The first aspect implicates the Iraqi
imposition of was against Iran, and the second Iran’s defense not only from their country
but also from the Islamic system and maybe the whole of Islam. In fact, the holy defense
caused the legitimacy and authority of the fledgling sepah (IRG) and the Islamic
Republic of Iran. Thus, that it is said that “war builds a country” and “the country builds
war” is verified about Islamic republic of Iran, in general, and sepah (IRG) as a military
organization, in particular. In other words, “war built sepah (IRG)” and “sepah (IRG)
built war.” Results demonstrate that there is a meaningful and significant relationship
between the systematic attitude of commanders of the Iranian revolutionary guards
(IRG) in designing and implementing operational plans of the holy defense and the
victory of Iran and its national security. sepah (IRG)’s narration from the holy defense
consists of several important features that shows the viewpoint of revolutionary guards
towards Iran’s national security. Some of these features include the West in war,
Continuation of the war after the official end of the Iran-lraq war, and the expansion of
Iranian power in war. According to the commanders of the Iranian revolutionary guards,
Iran-Iraq war experiences and achievements contain important lessons for Iran's security.
These lessons brought a doctrine of national security with military and ideological
components including culture of holy defense, that is, religious sacrifice and ideological
cohesion play an important role Iran’s national security, integrity under the supervision
of a great leader, independent prevention, which suggests Iran could be a deterrent to
prevent future attacks independently, religious beliefs and military firepower that
highlight the interdependence of religious and military aspects of the holy Defense. All
these components have a significant role in exporting the culture of holy defense to other
countries.

Keywords: Holy Defense, Iranian Revolutionary Guards (IRG), Strategy, Security,
Islamic Republic of Iran.
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