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The Documentary Cinema of Martyr Avini and
its Influence on the Formation of Holy Defense
Cinema

A. Lashkari, M. Azizi

Abstract

Martyr Avini was one of the most influencial and cultural characters who
could manage to deal with Western modernity and its cultural invasion,
using modern equipment tools. Since he knew the invader culture with all
the peculiarities, he equipped himself with one of the realizations and
achievements of Western modernity, which is “cinema’. What is
important is that the world’s superpowers have always permeated in the
culture of other countries and prevailed their values over theirs.
However, Martyr Avini used this phenomenon in another respect to
prove the noble and divine values. Avini showed that cinema can help
to promote Islamic mysticism and revolutionary ideas. His works and
documentaries could be the masters of those in the late 1350s and during
1360s that propagated religious doctrine and revolutionary ideas. In
addition to the ideological works of Avini, his filmmaking style also
played a significant role in his film success so that in later years many
filmmakers and directors working in Iranian cinema used his style and
filming mood as their model.whose words and definitions have been
from the documentary and Spiritual Cinema of Avini. So can Seyyed
Morteza Avini be considered the pioneer of a new movement in Iranian
cinema that later on a new genre called the Holy Defense derived from
it?

Keywords: Avini, documentary Cinema, war cinema, Holy Defense
cinema
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