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The Quality of Imam Khomeini’s
Crisis Management: a Case Study of Eight
Years of Holy Defense

M. Rahimian, M. Rahnama

Abstract

This article aims at exploring Imam Khomeini’s crisis management in
eight years of Iran-lraq holy defense. Iraqi Baath invaded Iran in
Shahrivar, 1359, supported by great international powers and imposed an
eight-year war. Thus, Imam Khomeini, as Iran’s leader, got control of the
crisis management. This article intends to use the historical method and
document analysis to answer the question of the quality of Imam
Khomeini’s crisis management in the years of holy Defense. Findings
suggested that Imam Khomeini possessed a complete and accurate
understanding of the local and international situation of the country in
crucial stages of the war, and made influential and important decisions, as
well as played a very significant role in the course of war and the future
of Islamic Republic of Iran. Combining two charismatic and systemic
crisis management during the years of holy defense, he prevented the
Baath regime to achieve its expansionist goals.

Keywords: crisis management, Imam Khomeini, Holy defense,
charismatic management, systemic management





