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Abstract

Following the end of the Cold War, a transitional phase from a bipolar system to a
unipolar order emerged—an order in which the United States became the unrivaled
military and economic power in the international system. In this context, Iran,
Russia, and China have sought a redistribution of power within the international
system and have been unwilling to adhere to the principles of U.S. leadership in
regional and global affairs. These three Eurasian strategic actors have not remained
passive observers of U.S. power projection across multiple domains; rather, through
strategic alignment against the United States and the consolidation of a counter-
hegemonic axis, Washington’s global hegemony has been increasingly challenged
and eroded. This dynamic may shift the international system away from unipolarity
toward multipolarity and, consequently, contribute to the decline of U.S. hegemonic
status in global politics. Accordingly, the central research question is: what policies
have Iran, Russia, and China adopted in the transition toward a multipolar global
order? The findings indicate that Iran, Russia, and China constitute emerging
powers whose ascent on the global stage has given rise to a new configuration of
international order that fundamentally challenges the U.S.-centric strategic
paradigm. The weakening of the American-centered global order, while disrupting
the strategic calculus of the hegemonic actor, facilitates the transition from a
unipolar to a multipolar order in international politics. This process enables a
redistribution of power within the global order and ultimately strengthens the
diplomatic leverage of Tehran, Moscow, and Beijing, while enhancing their regional
and international standing. This study employs a descriptive—analytical approach
and relies on documentary research methods, drawing on library-based and online
sources.
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