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Abstract

Verse 21 of Surah Ar-Rum addresses the relationship between men and women. In this
verse, the factors that strengthen the bond between men and women are identified as affection
and mercy, which are inherently embedded in human creation. Islamic scholars, regarding this
verse, have largely focused on men’s and women’s relationships within conventional marital
bonds (zawjiyyat i’tibari), paying less attention to relationships in natural marital bonds
(zawjiyyat takwini), which are inferred from this verse. Accordingly, the present study uses an
analytical-descriptive method to explain the jurisprudential rulings of men’s and women’s
relationships in natural marital bonds and their relation to verse 21 of Surah Ar-Rum. Based on
textual analysis, the addressees of the verse are those in natural marital bonds, not conventional
ones. However, the factor that leads to cohabitation and stability between men and women is
conventional marital bonds, guided by the mutual obligations they hold toward each other. The
interactions between men and women include numerous rulings such as avoiding improper
gazes, seclusion, flirtatious speech, intermixing, and ensuring modesty and hijab. In the
absence of modesty and hijab, inherent attractions between men and women emerge, leading to
flirtatious speech, gazing, intermixing, and seclusion, which, due to innate human traits,
generate affection and mercy. The philosophy behind these rulings is that failing to observe
them results in affection and mercy between non-mahram men and women. Similarly, the
philosophy of family formation stems from innate human disposition and instincts, along with
the effects of affection and mercy. The reference in the verse regarding the separation of a
rebellious spouse’s bed aligns with this principle.
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