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Border areas, as sensitive and strategic areas and the front line of
territorial defense, play a key role in maintaining the security and
territorial integrity of countries. ldentifying the opportunities and
threats of these areas from a strategic perspective allows for effective
planning to confront challenges and exploit existing capacities. This
research aims to determine the security and strategic threats and
opportunities, the weaknesses and strengths in the border areas of Iran
and Turkey and their impact on territorial defense from a passive
defense perspective, and provides executive solutions to operationalize
security and defense strategies in these areas and, using scientific
models, suggests solutions to improve border security. This research is
applied and has a descriptive-analytical approach. Data were collected
through documentary and field methods, and a researcher-made
questionnaire was used in the field section. The content validity of the
questionnaire was reviewed and confirmed by experts in the fields of
political geography, military, geopolitics, and political science. The
statistical population includes 30 experts with at least 10 years of
experience in related fields. After examining the internal and external
environments, a list of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and
threats was identified. Then, using Super Decision software, a network
structure was designed to determine priorities, and finally, four
strategies (ST, WT, SO, WO) were proposed. The results of this
research show that the ST strategy (diversity strategy) with a weight of
0.317 is the superior strategy in this study, because this approach
increases the deterrence capability against external threats by
combining advanced technology and human power. In addition, the
WT strategy (defensive strategy) with a weight of 0.296 was
introduced as an alternative strategy. This strategy focuses on reducing
internal  vulnerabilities, including ethno-religious tensions and
organized crime, as well as countering cultural and informational
influence from adversaries.
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