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Abstract

The Fourth Industrial Revolution and advancements in technologies such as artificial
intelligence (Al) have transformed the competition among great powers. Al-based tools
and systems possess unique characteristics that enable technologically advanced nations
to enhance their military capabilities and assume a significant role in the global future.
While the application of Al can contribute to strategic stability and reduce incentives for
nuclear-armed powers to engage in armed conflict, the lack of understanding regarding
policymakers' perceptions of Al technologies and their implications has necessitated this
study. The research explores the relationship between Al and strategic stability between
the United States and Russia, not only through the technical nature of Al but also by
examining policymakers' beliefs about these technologies and the intentions of other
nations utilizing them. This article employs a document-based methodology and a
descriptive-analytical approach to address how decision-makers in the U.S. and Russia
have engaged in perceptual analyses of their official discourses on military Al
development and strategic stability between 2014 and 2023. Findings reveal that both the
U.S. and Russia perceive their respective Al capabilities as military threats, reflecting
their views on strategic stability and the social context defined by mistrust and a sense of
rivalry. Their narratives have contributed to the emergence of a competitive cycle of
misperceptions, further exacerbated by the post-Ukraine crisis environment.
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