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Abstract

One of the key functional domains of intelligence agencies, as primary providers of
policymakers’ informational needs in foreign policy, particularly within the Resistance Axis,
is "covert diplomacy." Given the opposition and obstructionism of the United States toward
the ideals of the Islamic Revolution—especially under conditions of economic sanctions and
maximum political pressure—"resistance-based covert diplomacy" has emerged as a unique
and strategic tool for the Islamic Republic to advance its foreign and security policies in
international interactions.

This form of diplomacy requires theoretical development for conceptualization and
strategic acumen for practical application across governance levels. Resistance-based covert
diplomacy, adopting an anti-hegemonic and balancing approach with a deterrence-oriented
resistance focus, neutralizes and renders ineffective the U.S. and its allies' policies of
sanctions, containment, isolation, and maximum pressure against the Islamic Republic. This is
achieved through confidential negotiations and covert diplomacy with both state and non-state
actors within the Resistance Axis and other nations, without compromising or betraying the
ideals of resistance.

Resistance, by its nature, is rooted in covert diplomatic actions, circumventing
bureaucracy and formal processes. The resistance-driven order of the Islamic Revolution, due
to its refusal to follow superpowers and its adoption of balancing and deterrence strategies
against the U.S.-centric hegemonic order, imposes significant constraints on formal and public
diplomacy. Consequently, covert diplomacy serves as a vital a venue for the Islamic
Republic’s diplomatic apparatus to secure security interests and deepen its external influence.

Methodologically, this study employs an interpretive and ijtihadi approach and is based
on qualitative research methods.

Keywords: Covert Diplomacy, Resistance-Based, Foreign Policy, Islamic Republic of Iran,
Transition from U.S.-Dominated Order..
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1. Construct

2. Deconstruct

3. Zero Sum Game (win-lose)
4. Resistance-based order

5. Dominance-centric order
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1. Tolerance of secrecy
2. Secrecy
3. Transparency
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1. Plausible denial
2. Capability
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1. Intention
2. Neoliberal institutionalism
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1. Qualitative research approach
2 The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
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1. Open diplomacy without secret treaties
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1. Internal/external balancing
2. Feasibility
3. Rationality
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1. Zero-sum game: one party winning and the other party losing
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1. Urgent new European security policy
2. Crisis moment
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. Problem-finding

. Problem-solving

. Value-fact

. Explanation

. Prediction

Theory of evolution

. Basic propositions

. Theoretical assumption
. Particularities
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1. Explanatory and Constitutive:
2. Practice

3. Value-free knowledge

4. Subject

5. Object
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. Neutral

. Human conjectures

. Social objects

. Meta-theoretical perspective

. State-centric ontology

. Inside/outside

. Sovereign/anarchic

8 Us/Them

9. Hobbesian man :Homo homini lupus est : Man to man is wolf
10. Problem-solving and critical theories
11. Perspective on perspectives
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1. ‘post’ theoretical perspectives
2. If this is Marxism, then | am not a Marxist
3. Any fixed identity
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