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Abstract

Health diplomacy has been on the agenda of governments' foreign policies for over a century.
Health diplomacy helps countries create more opportunities to achieve national interests by building
soft power. The U.S. is among the countries that have always been active in health diplomacy and has
had a prominent and influential presence in international forums, such as the World Health
Organization. The aim of this article is to compare U.S. health diplomacy during the Trump and Biden
administrations to provide a better and more precise analysis of U.S. foreign policy. The main
question of the article is: What are the most important similarities and differences between U.S. health
diplomacy during the Trump and Biden administrations? To answer this question, a comparative
method was used, and the data were collected through library research. The findings of the study
showed that Biden's health diplomacy differed from Trump's health diplomacy in four areas: the U.S.
strategy in combating diseases, participation in disease treatment (vaccine distribution, etc.),
multilateralism instead of unilateralism, and the U.S.'s performance in improving global health
security infrastructure in the long term. Overall, it can be said that abandoning the unilateralism
pursued by Trump on the global stage and engaging with allies and international institutions is the
most significant difference between Biden's and Trump's health diplomacy. Despite these differences,
both presidents had similarities in the following policies: prioritizing the health of American citizens
over other countries, imposing financial and medical restrictions on governments opposed to and
critical of the U.S., reducing the cost of prescription drugs, enforcing anti-monopoly laws, and
continuing the national social insurance program.
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