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Abstract

Supporters of the theory of America's decline have put forward three main claims: a)
American power is in decline; b) great powers inevitably decline; c) one of the likely
consequences of America's decline will be political instability and economic disorder in
the international system. In her 1988 article, Susan Strange opposed these claims made
by proponents of America's decline and presented her own arguments to refute these
theories. The aim of the present article is to evaluate Strange's arguments in the current
state of the international system and to examine and assess the claims of the decline
theorists based on her work. Therefore, this question arises: In the current context, is
there a reasonable basis to defend American superpower status and hegemony, or can
the supporters of the decline theory substantiate their claims with further arguments?
Using the process tracing method, this study hypothesizes that although American
hegemony was solidified after the collapse of the Eastern Bloc, it has gradually declined
with the emergence of new challengers. The findings of the research, while rejecting
Strange's claims in various dimensions and areas, indicate that the European Union in
the cultural dimension, Russia in the military dimension, and China in the economic
dimension are the most significant challengers to American hegemony, and that in the
future, power will shift from the West to the East.
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